
Beste Joop, 

 
Een paar dagen na de beëdiging van de jaartraining zit ik hier thuis woorden te geven aan 

wat, naast de vele leermomenten die er waren, er voor mij persoonlijk nu als grootste groeipunt 

uitspringt.  

Hoewel ik in het begin veel weerstand voelde om kritisch naar GROEN te kijken, kan ik nu de inhoud 

van onderstaand interview met Don Beck volledig en van harte onderschrijven.  

Het voelt zo goed om weer in beweging te komen en de sprong naar 2
e
 Tier te nemen! 

 

Ik dank jou en zie jou als mijn leermeester in mijn verlangen naar wijsheid. 

 

Tonnie 

 

 
 

What effects are we seeing from the negative expression of the GREEN meme? 

 

Unhappily, what this negative version of GREEN does is to destroy the capacity of ORANGE 
and BLUE social and economic systems to actually address the gaps that GREEN itself has identified. 

It destroys ORANGE economic structures.  

And it also destroys BLUE authoritarian systems, which are necessary to control RED,  

as we can see all too clearly in the examples of today. It therefore becomes counterproductive.  

It makes things worse. It relieves RED of the responsibility to learn discipline and purpose in BLUE-

ORANGE, because it loves the indigenous people but tends to read into them greater complexity, as it 

sees them as “noble savages.” 

 

And in destroying the authoritarian, purifying systems in BLUE and ORANGE, there’s the flooding of 

the RED undisciplined, egocentric, impulsive behavior into the GREEN zone, both in one’s self and in 

societies. And it is this unhealthy meshing of RED and GREEN in which strong egocentric narcissism 

combines with pontifications about humanity and equality, that becomes the breeding ground for what 

Ken Wilber and I call the “Mean Green Meme,” or “boomeritis,” so called because the boomer 

generation was the first to enter the GREEN meme en masse.  
 

You see, the whole idea of the “Mean Green Meme” is a rhetorical strategy. Ken and I asked: How do 

we uncap GREEN? How do we keep it moving? Because so much of it has become a stagnant pond, in 

our view. 

 So we said, let’s invent the Mean Green Meme. Let’s shame it a bit. Let’s hold up a mirror and show 

it what it’s doing, with the hope that it will separate the Mean Green Meme from legitimate healthy 

GREEN. Let’s expose enough people to the duplicity and artificiality and self-serving nature of their 

own belief systems around political correctness to finally get the word out that there’s something 

beyond that.  

It is a drastic measure, a rhetorical strategy to create a symbol that will hopefully give people an 

understanding that what they are doing is actually destroying the very thing they want to accomplish. 

  
What are the spiritual and psychological implications of the Mean Green Meme? 

  
GREEN starts with the search for self. “I want to get to know myself. I want to deal with the hidden 

child in me. I want to make peace, I want to find tranquility.”  

So I go into a sensitivity training session, where I get feedback; I go downward, inward, to look at all 

my life experiences and try to remove the guilt.  

GREEN hates guilt. And it wants to deal with the rage, from what happened to it, as a victim. But 

GREEN is a relativistic system. And much of GREEN 

is so naïve, thinking, “All people are good people. It’s society that makes them bad. There are no bad 

people! There is no evil.  



That’s all a myth. Everyone is going to love us.” Well, terrorism like 9/11 was a wake-up call, and for 

the first time GREEN began to see the ugly face of RED/BLUE. 

Ever since that point, a lot more people are becoming interested in the work we are doing. 

 


